
ECOLOGICAL 
SOLIDARITY AND THE 

KURDISH FREEDOM 
MOVEMENT

T h ou g ht ,  P ra c t i ce , 

C h a l l e n g es ,  a n d 

O p por t u n i t i e s 

Ed i te d  by 

S T E P H E N  E .  H U N T 

F O R E W O R D  B Y  J O H N  P .  C L A R K

H
unt

ECOLOGICAL SOLIDARITY AND THE KURDISH FREEDOM MOVEMENT

L E X I N G TO N B O O K S
An imprint of
Rowman & Littlefield
800-462-6420 • www.rowman.com

ISBN 978-1-7936-3384-2

9 7 8 1 7 9 3 6 3 3 8 4 2

9 0 0 0 0

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  S T U D I E S  |  M I D D L E  E A S T E R N  S T U D I E S

Series: Environment and Society
Series editor: Douglas Vakoch

“Stephen E. Hunt has put together an incredibly rich collection of informative, thought-
provoking, and daring contributions in this rare gem. Contributions range from chapters on 
theoretical aspects of ecology to those on environmental activism and blossoming empirical 
innovations a la democratic confederalism—from excavations on cultural origins of nature 
protection to novel perspectives that emanate from contemporary eco-conservationist 
ideals in Kurdistan. This book offers more than a wide range of analyses on Kurdish politics; 
it also points towards new political possibilities that have global relevance.” 

—HANIFI BARIS, University of Aberdeen

Ecological Solidarity and the Kurdish Freedom Movement: Thought, Practice, Challenges, 
and Opportunities is a pioneering text that examines the ideas about social ecology and 
communalism behind the evolving political structures in the Kurdish region. The collection 
evaluates practical green projects, including the Mesopotamia Ecology Movement, Jinwar 
women’s eco-village, food sovereignty in a solidarity economy, environmental defenders 
in Iranian Kurdistan, and Make Rojava Green Again. Contributors also critically refl ect on 
such contested themes as Alevi nature beliefs, anti-dam demonstrations, human-rights law 
and climate change, the Gezi Park protests, and forest fi res. Throughout this volume, the 
contributors consider the formidable challenges to the Kurdish initiatives, such as state 
repression, damaged infrastructure, and oil dependency. Nevertheless, contributors assert 
that the West has much to learn from the Kurdish ecological paradigm, which offers insight 
into social movement debates about development and decolonization.
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