
Short note 

CFR Process with KADARS, Vazhachal Forest Division, Thrissur District, Kerala 

WWF India started working with the nine settlements as early as 2007. 
 
The first steps  
 

• Settlement level meetings  to understand and build upon the existing livelihood patterns of 
Kadars in the Vazhachal Forest Division 

• Data collation of on resource dependency and socio economic status of 9 settlements 
• Settlement meetings to explain about Sustainable Resource Use and existing opportunities 
• Community mobilisation to initiate mapping exercise in each settlement (Kadars and Malayars) 
• Preparation of resource use map – marking the areas of NTFP collection and seasonal calendar  
• Demarcation of Critical WL and Water areas  plus NTFP depletion areas 
• Market study of NTFP demand and purchase trends 

            
 
 

 



 
 

• Translating the village level settlement maps to 
Malayalam 

• Overlaying with VSS microplan maps to assess if the 
areas overlap   

• After the validation of maps at each settlement 
realisation that there overlapping use areas 

• Overlaying all Settlement level maps with each 
other 

 

 

• Meetings led to Kadars wanting to map a missing resource FISH 
• Mapping of fish resource use carried out in all  9 settlements  
•  Meetings in all settlements to revalidate the resource areas 
•  Meetings of all settlements together to decide on next steps 
•  Common decision – A resolution which is approved and passed by all 9 villages 
• Settlements agreed that they will claim for  a collective resource use area 

 
Simultaneously, the following were also done 
Capacity building workshops for value addition of NTFPS and cross visits were also carried out 
Dialogue with Forest department to set up a simple honey filtration unit  for Kadars  
A year long capacity building exercise to train 30 Kadars from all the nine settlements to carry out ecological  
monitoring**



 
 
 

 
 
 
The claims were filed in March 2012 and the District Level committee approved them in mid 2013. The 
titles were signed only in 2014  and distributed to three settlements in Trivandrum by the Tribal Minister 
on Feb 26th, 2014. The rest of the settlements got the titles from the TDO office. 

 
 



Final CFR area: Approx 400 Sq Kms. Goes beyond formal boundaries of Vazhachal Forest Division.  Part  
 
of Vazhachal is also buffer to Parambikulam TR.  

        Claims being submitted to the Panchayat Secretary 
 



Titles being distributed at Trivandrum 
 
 
Final title deed which has been given is in next page.  In addition for all this work, as one was working in  
 
a forest area, WWF also took required permissions from the Kerala Forest Department. 
 
 
The main partners of this work have been  
 
Kerala Forest Department 
 
River Research Centre 
 
Amitha Bachan** and Horn bill Foundation 
 
District Administrattion 
 
Tribal department 
 
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund 
 
 
**Dr Amitha Bachan worked as a consultant with WWF India to carry out the year long ecological  
 
monitoring exercise with the Kadars.  
 
 
For more information and any other detail please contact 
 

1. Tiju  Thomas     Senior Project Officer, WWF Western Ghats and Nilgiri Landscape  --- 
tijucthomas@gmail.com  Mobile +919446143398 
 

2. Vishaish Uppal  Head Sustainable Livelihoods and Governance, WWF India  Secretariat----  
vuppal@wwfindia.net   
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