
Urban Sustainability (contd.) 

Kaikondrahalli lake in Bengaluru, Karnataka has been restored 
through community action. 

Kaikondhrahalli lake in the city of Bengaluru faced 
many of the typical problems that urban water bodies 
in India face, including encroachment by buildings on 
its periphery, sewage disposal and immersion of        
religious articles during festivals.  

 

However beginning in 2009 people of varied back-
grounds including citizens , private donors and the lo-
cal administration came together to carry out various 
restoration activities such as de-silting and providing 
alternative tanks for religious activities.                  
Kaikondhrahalli is now a source of fodder for nearby 
villages, a recreation site for urban visitors and home to 
bird and other animal life. It is part of a wider attempt 
to restore a chain of water  bodies in a city which was 
once famed as the city of lakes. 

 

Part of that effort recognises that protecting lakes     
begins at the points of origin of sewage and other     
urban waste - homes, colonies and offices. Rainbow 
Drive is a colony of over 300 households in Bengaluru 
that harvests rainwater in each house and on street-
sides, treats and recycles its wastewater, composts all its 
wet waste and organizes recycling of its solid wastes. 
This effort was begun by the residents themselves and 
the systems are maintained collectively. 
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A water-harvesting tank in Rainbow Drive colony. Bengaluru,       
Karnataka. 

In the city of Pune in Maharashtra, a unique effort 
is ongoing in an attempt to decentralize  decision-
making of budget allocation. Citizens have a say 
on where money should be spent on a range of ur-
ban works including paths to walk and cycle, play-
grounds and gardens, treatment of waste and wa-
ter, bus stops, planting of trees, etc. 

 

 

A Centre for Environment Education (CEE)    
poster (right) documents the monthly process. 


